SOME PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS, OCTOBER-DECEMBER, 1944

I think these matters have to be left to be worked out as best they
can. We may have our views in this country, but, working with a
great number of powerful Allies, we have to recognize that our views
sometimes have to yield to those of other people.

WAR-TIME CONTROLS

Asked to make a statement regarding the continuance of controls after the war with
Germany, the Prime Minister said on November 16:

It is not possible to look beyond the end of the Japanese war, and
my reply relates to the period between the defeat of Germany and the
defeat of Japan. Until Japan has been defeated the war must have
first call on our efforts. After the defeat of Germany it will be possible
and necessary to turn over an increasing part of our resources to
civilian production. Then we must make exertions to restore our
export trade and to re-equip our industry. The shortage of houses,
both permanent and emergency, must be grappled with as if it were a
war-time measure. Active steps must be taken to relieve the shortage
of civilian goods.

As stated in the White Paper to be published to-day, the existing
system of allocating man-power to the Forces and to the various
industries will be maintained. Nevertheless, it is intended to mitigate
so far as possible the rigidity of the existing controls over labour.
Many of the war-time controls over raw materials, industrial capacity,
agriculture, food, transport and so forth will likewise be as necessary
in that period as they are to-day. In these fields, also, relaxations will
be possible,-and will be made whenever circumstances permit and in
an orderly manner. Any other course would result in violent dis-
turbances which might well lead to inflation; would be harmful to
the economic life of the country; and would make it impossible to
ensure that the Nation's resources are devoted to essential needs, and
are fairly distributed during the periods in which demand will still be
without any economic relation to supply.

It is too early to forecast the stages by which control will be relaxed.
But the House can rest assured that the whole matter will be dealt
with in a severely practical manner, each case being considered not
only on its merits but as part of an organized scheme. It is important
in this phase that theoretical, ideological or partisan tendencies either
way should be excluded, and the governing consideration in every
case should be the public interest.
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